
Transportation Planning & 
Process 101



Transportation

• Shapes an area’s economic health and quality of life. 
• Provides for the mobility and access of people and 

goods
• Influences patterns of growth & economic activity by 

providing access to land. 
• The performance of the system affects:

– Public policy concerns like air, noise and water quality
– Environmental resource consumption and climate change
– Social equity, access to jobs, schools and services
– Land use and Urban growth 
– Economic and community development
– Safety, circulation and system security 



Transportation Planning Framework

• Long term vision, integration, design and implementation of a multi-
modal (pedestrian, bicycling, transit, goods movement) system in an 
urban area.

• Recognizes the critical links between transportation & multiple 
societal goals & objectives. 

• Advances the region’s multi-modal transportation system long-term 
goals 

• Through an integrated process addressing:
– Vision and Strategies
– Multiple Community goals and objectives
– Vehicles and Infrastructure to meet the goals and objectives: 

• Design
• Construction
• Operations
• Management
• Maintenance
• Finance 



Transportation Planning 
Framework

Source: http://www.planning.dot.gov/documents/briefingbook/bbook.htm



Transportation Planning Process

• Federal, State, Regional or Local plans go through a 
coordinated process

• Includes a number of steps:
– Monitoring existing conditions
– Forecasting future population & employment growth
– Assessing projected land uses in the city/region Identifying 

current & projected future transportation problems & needs
– Analyzing through detailed planning studies, various 

transportation improvement strategies to address those needs
– Developing long-range plans & short-range programs for moving 

people and goods
– Estimating & Mitigating the environmental impacts of 

recommended future improvements to the transportation system 
– Developing a financial plan to cover the costs of implementing 

strategies. 



Bay Area Transportation Planning 
Roles & Responsibilities

MTC

Caltrans

US DOT

USEPA

SFCTA

SFMTA

City Planning

Public Works

Provides Federal planning, design, operational, safety guidelines, Funding 
for transportation, regulates & administers regulations.
Vehicle efficiency, Fuel regulations, environmental practices, funding grants

Develops the State Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP), Funds & 
operates the federal & state highway systems, provides funding grants

California Air Resources Board oversees air pollution, vehicle & fuel 
standards, provides funds and regulations, provides funding grants

MPO for the region develops the Regional Transportation Plan, TIP, 
oversees regionally generated funds, practices & guidelines, grants
Association of Bay Area Governments oversees the Regional Housing 
Needs, distributes population & employment growth goals, grants
Transportation Authority is San Francisco County’s congestion management 
agency and administrator of the ½ cent transportation sales tax (Prop K) & 
develops the countywide transportation plan & other planning studies
Is the land use agency for the City of San Francisco, develops the general 
plan and zoning code, organizes the growth projections set out by ABAG

Designs, constructs & maintains the public right of way (roads & sidewalks, 
street trees)
San Francisco’s dept of transportation (public transit-Muni, taxis, bicycles, 
pedestrian, vehicles, signals & signs, parking, street enforcement), planning 
studies, regulates transportation code.

ABAG

CARB

Federal State Regional Local
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Review key local/regional plans, land-use 
plans, community visions, goals, objectives

Identify existing conditions and opportunities

Identify unconstrained needs for all modes 
that meet multiple goals and objectives

Identify & review projects using community 
agreed upon methodology, analyze and 
evaluate project performance

Prioritize projects using agreed upon criteria
develop budget and timelines 

Develop and refine funding and phased 
implementation strategies 

Move highest priority projects through 
environmental phases 

Implement highest priority projects with 
available funding and seek additional funds 
to complete project list in phases
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Transportation Funding Sources

Developer Fees 
Transit Fares
Parking

Complex Web of funding revenues increasingly dependent on unstable sourcesTransportation funding is complex, unstable & shrinking-a sustainable source is critical



Regional, State & Federal  Planning Partners
Metropolitan 
Transportation 
Commission

California 
Department of 
Transportation 

Bay Area Air Quality 
Management District

United States 
Department of 
Transportation 

Federal 
Transit 
Administration

San Francisco
Bay Area Rapid Transit District

San Mateo County
Transit District

Golden Gate Bridge Highway 
and Transportation District

Caltrain

California High Speed Rail Authority

Alameda County Transit District



Our City Planning Partners
City Departments
Planning
Public Works
Environment

Redevelopment Agency

Office of Economic & 
Workforce Development

San Francisco
International Airport

Port of San Francisco

San Francisco 
Public Utilities
Commission

Transportation Authority


